This Award was established in 2021 in
memory of Kelly Graham. Kelly worked
her entire professional life as a lawyer

in Owen Sound, serving many residents
and institutions throughout Grey-Bruce.
Dedicated to the practice of law, Kelly was
also a generous volunteer, sharing her
expertise with many charitable organizations
such as the Alzheimer Society, where she
served most recently as the President of
the Board of Directors. Kelly’s community
interests also focused on the health and
wellness of girls and women, including
their career advancement and success. In
addition to maintaining a fulltime practice
and extensive volunteer commitments,
Kelly and her husband Jeff raised four
children. Their family enjoyed long trips in
the car visiting family and sightseeing the
countryside of North America, and above all,
fishing in our local area.

In Kelly’s memory, one $1,500 scholarship is
awarded annually to a Canadian citizen who
resides or goes to school in Grey-Bruce who
has shown exceptional drive in the areas of
leadership, community volunteerism and
supporting individuals living with dementia
and/or their caregivers in other health

and social services. We received several
outstanding submissions this year and are
pleased to congratulate Kayla Beren as the
recipient of the 2022-2023 Kelly Graham
Award.

Kayla’s experience with Alzheimer’s

disease and other dementias began at a
young age with her great grandmother. As
Kayla explained, “I did not form much of a
relationship with my great grandmother, but
| saw the impact that her health condition
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and memory loss had on my grandfather,
and my father and uncle. We are all so
grateful that Ma was able to receive the
care she required in her final years — |
understand that many are not as fortunate.”
This personal experience inspired Kayla’s
path of supporting others through extensive
volunteer and mentorship work, education
and ultimately a career in Occupational
Therapy (OT). Kayla is currently obtaining
her Masters of Science in Occupational
Therapy at Queen’s University, and
volunteers in various capacities in Kingston
and Grey-Bruce.

To quote Kayla, “My many relevant work
and volunteer experiences exemplify my
passion for inciting equity and accessibility-
based community change, my collaborative
nature, leadership skills, and my ability

to collect information, listen, and adapt
while providing physical and emotional
support to older adults, as well as clients
with disabilities, mental illness, and
minority groups. My goal is to expand these
passions and skills as an OT working in
rural Ontario. Specifically, | hope to create
more community programs and support
older adults, individuals who have physical
disabilities, individuals with substance use
dependencies and individuals experiencing
homelessness.”

Kayla embodies many of the qualities and
attributes that Kelly Graham ascribed to,
and we cannot think of a more deserving
individual for this Award.




