
 

 

 

 

Volunteer Monthly Spotlight 
By: Betty Batten, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

For this one edition only, the Volunteer Monthly Spotlight is pre-empted to share other news 
from Volunteer Resources.  
 
After several truly rewarding years as Coordinator of Volunteer Resources and Friendly 
Visiting, I have chosen to retire as of July 10th, 2015.  With first-hand experience as an 
Alzheimer’s caregiver, It has been particularly gratifying to support others living through the 
emotional and practical challenges that I know so well.  
 
Having begun my career in the corporate world, with the transition to non-profit happening mid-
career, I will always consider the shift to Volunteer Management as the best decision of my life.  
My time with the Alzheimer Society is truly a highlight.  While world affairs may at times 
dishearten, my faith in humanity is restored daily, through encounters with caring and 
compassionate individuals who are intent on changing their community through the generous 
gift of their time.  
 
During a recent Volunteer Conference, I had the privilege of sharing with Society volunteers 
the awesome list of their achievements – i.e. expanding service capacity, developing & 
launching new programs, increasing revenue, expanding awareness and advocacy, setting 
direction through governance, donating time and finances.  It’s not just a “pleasant sentiment” 
when I say that Society volunteers are active in every aspect of operations and without them, 
the face and reach of the Alzheimer Society would be so very different.  
 
Anticipating retirement presents both the excitement of freedom to pursue new interests and 
the knowledge of psychological and emotional adjustments ahead.  I take with me many fond 
memories along with the sense of personal contribution that working with wonderful staff and 
volunteers made possible.  I welcome my successor Shawna Peddar and look forward to 
sharing a week of orientation to support her in this new position.  I leave with full confidence in 
her ability to far exceed my achievements as she continues to build on the foundation laid.  
 
I know that once in place, Shawna will be eager to explore your interests and introduce 
opportunities to consider.  For example, two exciting upcoming events are the Pulling for 
Dementia Fire Truck Pull this September and Face-Off Against Dementia in January 2016. 
Both Committees have gaps to fill with skilled and enthusiastic volunteers eager to achieve 
maximum success.   
 
Again, my thanks to all who helped to make this phase of my life so meaningful!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betty Batten 
 

 


