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Volunteer Spotlight – Public Education Volunteer 

By: Sarah Cook, Public Education Coordinator 
 

 
 

 “Your hard work affects more than you realize…” 
 

The contributions of our volunteers are absolutely invaluable to the work that we 
do at the Alzheimer Society.  Volunteers make a difference every day and they 
allow us to continue to enhance our ability to provide support, education and 
advocacy to the clients that we serve. 

We celebrate our volunteers and their countless contributions in so many 
different capacities and areas of our work.  I consider myself extremely fortunate 
to honour one of our Public Education program volunteers, Jane.  Jane is 
instrumental in putting together many of the resources and materials that we use 
in our First Link™ Learning Series, a large part of the public education that we 
provide to individuals living with dementia, their families, friends and caregivers. 

When you consider the fact that we offer 5 different modules in our learning 
series and we offer them several times throughout our catchment area each year, 
there is a substantial amount of “background” preparation that goes in to making 
these learning series successful.  Learning packages, resources, workbooks, 
handouts… photocopying, sorting, arranging and preparing – a great deal of work 
is devoted to assuring that each learning series has the materials in place to 
support the learning of each participant. 
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Each Thursday, Jane arrives at our Peterborough office with a friendly smile, a 
few hours of her time and a dedication to ensuring the learning series go off 
without a hitch!  She has established a great working rapport with the office 
photocopier, knows where to find each resource and handout, and she 
competently and systematically arranges the learning materials we need. 

Her work makes it possible for the Public Education Coordinators to focus on 
providing the education in the learning series and in their other education 
commitments, all the while knowing that the materials have been arranged and 
taken care of.   

Jane, we want you to know how much your contributions make a difference to the 
Education program and to the countless individuals who benefit from the 
education provided in the First Link™ learning series.  Thank you Jane for your 
kind dedication, your attention to detail and your exceptional organizational skills!   

 


