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Tri-Party Alzheimer’s Advisory Council Bill Passes Second Reading 

 
QUEEN’S PARK – Bill 48, the Alzheimer’s Advisory Council Act, introduced by MPP 
Donna Cansfield (Liberal) and co-sponsored by MPP Christine Elliott (PC) and MPP 
Cheri DiNovo (NDP) passed second reading with unanimous support in the house 
today. If passed into law, this bill would create a council to advise the minister on the 
creation of a comprehensive Alzheimer’s Strategy for the province of Ontario. 
 
“This is a very important first step,” said Cansfield, following the debate. “As 
Ontario’s population ages, we’re going to see the number of people with Alzheimer’s 
disease skyrocket. We must take steps now to ensure our health care system can 
provide the care that our families will need.” 
 
MPP Cheri DiNovo is a strong supporter of this bill; “we need a way of 
communicating to cabinet the plight of those who live with Alzheimer’s. The voices 
of the patients, family members and caregivers need to be heard.” 
 
According to the Alzheimer’s Society of Ontario, there are currently 200 000 people 
in Ontario suffering with Alzheimer’s and related dementia. By 2024, that number will 
reach 300 000.  
 
Of the 71 Bills currently being considered by the Ontario Legislature, Bill 48 is one of 
seven bills that is co-sponsored by a member from each party. 
 
“This is an initiative that all parties can get behind,” said MPP Christine Elliott. “This is 
not a partisan issue; it is about providing Ontarians with the care and resources they 
require to combat this terrible disease.” 
 
Bill 48 has been referred to the Standing Committee on Social Policy. It will need to 
be vetted by the committee and voted on by the house before The Alzheimer’s 
Advisory Council Act can be passed into law.  
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