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APRIL 1, 2020 - MARCH 31, 2021

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT

As I reflect on this past year, I am reminded of how important connections
are in our daily lives and in the work that we do. Brene Brown defines
connections as “the energy that exists between people when they feel
seen, heard and valued; when they can give and receive without judgment;
and when they derive sustenance and strength from the relationship.” It
has been a challenge to maintain connections during a pandemic and yet
the Huron Alzheimer Society has made it happen!
These important connections have continued
due to the unwavering dedication and
commitment that Cathy and her staff have to
their clients and caregivers. It might have been
virtually, but this did not slow them down! Not
only have they connected with clients but they
have created fun, creative activities on Zoom
that have allowed client to client connections
as well.
Our board members have continued our work
through board and committee meetings,
participating in fundraising activities and
attending virtual workshops to enhance our
learning. We have tried to build on our
connections with each other, Cathy, the staff
and our community. We have a very strong
team who are fully committed to the work of
the Huron Alzheimer Society.
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I am so honoured to have had the opportunity
the be the president of the board of the Huron
Alzheimer Society. I have been able to work
with an incredible group of people from board
members, staff, volunteers and community
members. Cathy has guided me with patience,
care, understanding and knowledge. I am
overwhelmed with the dedication and energy
that our board members and staff bring to their
role each and every day. We are so blessed to
live in a community that connects with us,
supports our work and rises to the occasion
every time that we reach out to them. Heartfelt
thanks for your support!
In the words of Mister Rogers “If only you could
sense how important you are to the lives of
those you meet; how important you can be to
people you may never even dream of. There is
something of yourself that you leave at every
meeting with another person."

REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As I look back on this challenging year, I am struck
by the realization that the Society had, by all firsthand
accounts, an exceptional year. The pandemic has
certainly been a game changer on many fronts,
however; we have grown in our understanding and
implementation of technology and in our resilience as
we changed our course of direction multiple times
over the year. A review of our key metrics indicates
that we maintained our relevance and provided
quality programs and services to the more than 620
registered clients throughout the year.

provides a personalized In-Home Recreation program
for persons with a dementia and gives the care
partner a short time of respite.

In November of 2020, the Board of Directors decided
to begin a conversation with the Alzheimer Society of
Perth County to explore the benefits of unification. In
January 2021, the board decided to enter Phase I of
the unification discussion.

I am particularly proud of our Alzheimer Huron team
who worked remotely for months with resolve and
innovation to develop and deliver programs in ways
never imagined before. With constant uncertainty and
frequent changes our staff stayed the course and
continued to put our clients first - Truly Extraordinary.

For many years, the Alzheimer Societies of Huron
and Perth have worked together to provide great
services for people living with a dementia and their
care partners. Over the coming months, we will be
conducting a detailed analyses to determine whether
becoming one Society will be a better way to serve
our Huron and Perth communities.
We had the opportunity to embark on a pilot project
that delivers In-Home Recreation programs. I am
excited to welcome Marsha Taylor, In-Home
Recreation Coordinator to our team. This program

If you glance at our yearend infographic, you will see
that our programs and services have been maintained
and, in some areas, grown. Which is again
remarkable in this pandemic year that we were able to
continue to provide valuable support to our clients,
community partners, professionals, and the general
public.

This past year we have also seen our heroes in action
who have inspired and continue to drive us. Heroes
like our clients and our care partners whose resilience
has shone through. Our board of directors who
continue to give strong leadership and guidance. Our
dedicated volunteers who supported us with their time
and efforts. The support from the numerous donors
and sponsors that live in our communities who, while
dealing with their own trials have been there for us
providing funds needed to continue our work.

In closing, the challenges we faced have made us stronger, we have gained new
knowledge, connections and increased our bandwidth in service delivery. It may
look a little different, but our programs and services continue and succeed.

Cathy Ritsema, CHE
Executive Director
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2020 - 2021

4

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2020 - 2021
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STORY LAYOUT #6

The full Audited Financial Statement is available by request.
Please contact the Alzheimer Society of Huron County.
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FINANCIAL LAYOUT
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OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES

To alleviate the personal and social consequences of Alzheimer’s
disease and related disorders and to promote research

OUR VISION

Collaboration
Accountability
Respect

A world without Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders

Excellence

NEW PROGRAM JAN. 2021

www.alzheimer.ca/huroncounty

Contact information
317 Huron Rd P.O. Box 639
Clinton, ON N0M 1L0
519-482-1482 / 1-800-561-5012
www.alzheimer.ca/huroncounty

Follow us:
alzheimersocietyhuron

alzheimerhuron1

Alzheimer Huron

alzheimersocietyhuroncounty

Charitable registration number: 14068-5751-RR0001

